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FOR  TODAY
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 Legislative updates 

 Toxics Cleanup Program 
updated 2023-2025 Budget

 Toxics Cleanup Program 
policy and guidance updates
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 Annual Clean Water Act 
303(d) list inventory

 Ecology’s compliance with 
Clean Water Act

 Establish water quality 
baseline to define   
outstanding resource 
waterbody

 Ecology staffing and funding 
levels

Water & Sediment
Quality Reporting

HB 2235
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 State Environmental Policy 
Act (SEPA) expansion

 Integrate environmental 
justice impacts

 Authority to deny or require 
mitigation for projects

 Applicants reimburse Ecology 
for analysis

Cumulative Risk 
Burden Act

HB 2070



 Cleanup and prevent 
pollution

 2019:  Volumetric based

 Goal: Stabilize MTCA 
funding

  

Hazardous  
Substances Tax 

Revenue Forecast
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 $115 million Remedial 
Action Grants

 $30 million Ecology-TCP 
directed cleanup

 $12 million Affordable 
Housing Cleanup Grant 
Program

 $9 million PFAS

  

New Appropriations
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Remedial Action Grants



Why?
 Multi-jurisdiction permitting
 Complex cleanup

What?
 Step-wise decision process
 Sediment sites in VCP
 Future sediment sites 
 Separate upland unit
 Publication No. 24-09-057

Voluntary Cleanup 
Program and 

Sediment Policy
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Why?
 Persistent
 Bioaccumulative
 Toxic
 MTCA hazardous substance

What?
 Presence in sediment and 

aquatic tissue
 Benthic and human risks
 Sediment screening and/or 

cleanup levels

Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances and 

Sediment

8 Graphics from EPA and openaccessgovernment.org



Established:
Marine Natural 
Background

Marine Regional 
Background

Future:
Freshwater Natural 
Background

Marine Regional 
Background

Sediment 
Background
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MTCA RULE – New Requirements
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 Environmental justice

 Disproportionate cost analysis

 Public involvement

 Tribal engagement

 Cultural resources

 Climate change resilience

 Analytical methods



MTCA RULE – Implementation
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COMPLETE

1. Environmental justice
 MTCA Section 350, 351, -360
 Implementation memos

2. Site hazard assessment ranking process 
 MTCA Section -320
 SHARP Tool and guidance

3. Analytical methods
 MTCA Section -830
 Approved List

4.    Climate Change resilience
 MTCA Section -350, 351, -360

PENDING

4.    Disproportionate cost analysis 
 MTCA Section -360

5.    Public participation 
 MTCA Section -600

6.   Tribal engagement 
 MTCA Section -620

7.  Cultural resources 
 MTCA Section -815



SEDIMENT CLEANUP USER’S MANUAL

2025 PUBLICATION

• Chapter 5 QA/QC updates
• ASTM updates – biological criteria
• Analytical methods
• Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
• VCP and Sediment sites
• Clarifications
• Harmonize with revised MTCA rule

• Climate change
• Disproportionate cost analysis
• Environmental justice

TARGETED REVISIONS

• New policy

• Best available science 
and technical information

• Errors and omissions

• Feedback from staff and 
external folks
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 Identify climate change 
impacts and risks

 Implement resiliency 
measures

 Increase environmental 
benefits

 Reduce environmental 
impacts

 Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions

SUSTAINABLE 
REMEDIATION

GUIDANCE

What is it?
Climate Science

MTCA Rule Revisions

 Remedial Investigation
 Remedy Selection
 Long Term Effectiveness

2025 UPDATES

Leave this 
area blank 
on all 
slides for 
video



Why?
 Adopted methods inflexible
 Best available science
 Methods removed from 

MTCA
What?
 Approved methods
 Soll
 Groundwater
 Air
 Surface water
 Sediment – See SCUM

APPROVED 
ANALYTICAL 

METHODS
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Why?
 Some people at higher risk
 Cleanup sites add to risk

What?
 How to identify vulnerable 

population or overburdened 
community 

 How to address risks in:
 Remedial Investigation
 Feasibility Study
 Cleanup Action Plan

 Implementation Memos #25 
and #26

  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE POLICY

15 Graphic from WA Department of Health and Seattle Times



Why?
 Replace Washington Ranking 

Method (WARM)
 Identify highest risk sites
 Efficient and flexible process

What?
 SHARP Tool
 Incorporates all media with 

separate scores
 Risk – exposure and severity 
 Socioeconomic and climate 

change factors

SITE HAZARD 
ASSESSMENT AND 

RANKING PROCESS
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Why?
 Replace MyEIM
 Outdated

What?
 Integrate EIM database and 

search interface
 More user friendly
 Enhanced useability:

 Bioassay analysis
 MTCA statistics
 Cleanup criteria

 Bioa

EIM DATA ANALYSIS 
TOOL (EDAT)
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CONTACTS AND REFERENCES
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Sediment Cleanup User’s Manual
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1

209057.html
Sediment Management Standards Rule

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0
909044.html

Toxics Cleanup Program Sediment Webpage
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-

cleanup/Sediment-cleanups
Sustainable Remediation Guidance

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1
709052.html

MTCA Rulemaking
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-

rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-340

SMS or SCUM Questions
Chance Asher 

Chance.Asher@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 999-9420

SMS or SCUM or PFAS 
Questions

Pete Adolphson
Pete.Adolphson@ecy.wa.gov

(360) 480-9801

MTCA Rule Questions
Clint Stanovsky

Clint.Stanovsky@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 407-7193

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1209057.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1209057.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0909044.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0909044.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1709052.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1709052.html
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-340
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-340
mailto:Chance.asher@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Chance.asher@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Clint.Stanovsky@ecy.wa.gov


CONTACTS AND REFERENCES
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EIM Data Analysis Tool – Bioassay Calculator
https://appstest.ecology.wa.gov/edat/

SHARP Tool
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/tcp/SHARP/SHARP-

Tool-Manual.pdf

Environmental Justice Memo #25 and #26
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/

0909044.html
Approved Analytical Methods

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-
technical-assistance/contamination-clean-up-

tools/sampling-and-analysis-procedures
PFAS – Watch a video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPWLn6m-vd4

EIM Data Analysis Tool
Britta Voss

Britta.Voss@ecy.wa.gov

Environmental Justice 
Memos

Michael Feldcamp
Michael.Feldcamp@ecy.wa.gov

(360) 407-7193

SHARP Tool
Eileen Webb

Eileen.Webb@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 407-7193

blockedhttps://appstest.ecology.wa.gov/edat/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/tcp/SHARP/SHARP-Tool-Manual.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/tcp/SHARP/SHARP-Tool-Manual.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0909044.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/0909044.html
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/contamination-clean-up-tools/sampling-and-analysis-procedures
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/contamination-clean-up-tools/sampling-and-analysis-procedures
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/contamination-clean-up-tools/sampling-and-analysis-procedures
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPWLn6m-vd4
mailto:Chance.asher@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Clint.Stanovsky@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Clint.Stanovsky@ecy.wa.gov


Questions?

Teddy
Chance Asher

Sediment Policy Program Lead
Toxics Cleanup Program
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